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...with the award-winning 

local experts 

Looking for more from your holiday cottage agency? Then speak 
to award-winning Toad Hall Cottages who are currently looking 
for more properties to add to their Dorset & East Devon portfolio. 

www.toadhallcottages.co.uk 
01297 443550 
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W e want to welcome you to our first 
ever edition of The Axminster 
Experience. This brand new 
publication will guide you through the very 
best the local area has on offer, with a 
plethora of events and attractions included. 

We delve into the delights of the busy local 
theatre scene and put the spotlight on the 
world famous Axminster Carpets as well as 
taking a look at the annual carnival 
festivities. 

We expose some of Axminster's hidden 
treasures and focus on the historical Shute 
Barton House. 

With some crisp cooler weather just around 
the corner, we hope The Axminster 
Experience magazine will act as a 
definitive guide to your autumn and winter. 



Also publishers of the The Lyme Regis Experience, The Seaton, Beer 6 Colyton Experience, 
and The Bridport & West Bay Experience. The Honiton Experience coming soon. 
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// it's nice to have 
someone you can 
trust to do a really 
thoroughjob ff 


Poppies 
of Lyme Bay 


Mrs M (Charmouth) 


for a fresh 
clean home 


Contact us today to discuss your requirements 

01297 561100 

• Regular Housework 

• Spring Cleaning 

• House move and 
Second home cleaning 


df 

POPPIES 


Providers of professional, reliable & 
properly insured services throughout the UK since 1980 


lymebay@poppies.co.uk 

www.poppieslymebay.co.uk 
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CARPETS 



I t's hard to think of Axminster and not think 
of the world famous carpet industry. 
Axminster Carpets are arguably the most 
famous carpet company in the world and can 
be found in global airlines, luxurious hotels 
and royal residence, an incredible success 
from humble beginnings in an East Devon 
market town. 

The story of Axminster Carpets starts with 
Thomas Witty, who began making carpets in 
1755. The original carpets could be found in 
Chatsworth House and Brighton Pavilion as 
well as being bought by King George III and 
Queen Charlotte, who once visited the factory. 

A disastrous fire in 1828 saw the factory's 
weaving looms destroyed and Thomas Witty's 
grandson was declared bankrupt and the 
famous company was lost. 

It was 182 years later and a leading carpet 
manufacturer called Harry Dutfield was on 
a train when he met a West Country vicar who 
informed him of the story of Axminster 
Carpets. The idea stuck with Mr Dutfield and 
in 1937 the decision was taken to re-launch 
carpet manufacturing in Axminster. 

To celebrate 250 years of carpet weaving 
in Axminster, a commemorative rug was 
produced. Re-enacting history the carpet was 
paraded by the weavers of Axminster Carpets 
through the town to the Minster Church where 
it was blessed by the Bishop of Exeter and 
then presented to the Earl of Devon, who was 


representing the Queen. It is now in Clarence 
House, the home of HRH the Prince of Wales. 

The exclusive blends of premium quality wool 
is what gives the carpets their unique soft 
spring underfoot. All the woven carpets are 
made with a special blend of pure new wool 
and the tufted carpets with at least 80 percent. 

Axminster Carpets use wool selected from 
different breeds of British sheep. The climate 
in Britain means the wool used offers 
exceptional durability, warmth, flexibility and 
reliability. Axminster Carpets work closely 
with their wool suppliers and only select the 
highest quality wool to turn into yarns, which 
will last a lifetime and retain their beauty 
when made into a carpet. 

Axminster Carpets were awarded the Royal 
Warrant enabling it to join an elite group of 
companies recognised as supplying goods and 
service to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. The 
warrant is regarded worldwide as a symbol 
of quality and excellence and demonstrates 
commitment to manufacturing carpets of the 
highest possible standards. 

If you visit a J D Weatherspoon pub anywhere in 
the country; it is extremely likely you will walk 
onto an Axminster, unique to that property. 
From gracing the homes of royalty, to providing 
a mode of transport - which is mentioned in the 
Harry Potter series - Axminster Carpets are 
proud of their long and rich history. 


HAZY DAYS 


A beautiful collection of 30 pure wool 
carpets in soft greys and dove pinks. 

These stylish carpets are perfect for 
combining with accent colours to make 
sophisticated and personal interiors. 

See www.axminster-carpets.co.uk for more details 
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View the full range of genuine 
Axminster carpets at our factory outlet. 

Plus factory seconds, end of range and shop specials. 
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O ne of East Devon’s hidden gems can be found just 
outside Axminster at the family friendly Axe Valley 
Wildlife Park where visitors 
can try out being a zoo keeper 
for a day, take part in 
educational programmes, or $ <9 

simply enjoy the wonder of 
Zebras and Lemurs. 


Axe Valley Wildlife Park 

Take a walk on the wild side 


Oetchdcreative 

DESIGN • WEB • MEDIA • MARKETING 

For more info visitwww.etchd.co.uk 
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"he small zoo, owned by Andrew 
and Jayne Collier, is an excellent 
day out for families and the 
zoo prides itself on being 
child friendly. The zoo is 
primarily aimed at 
families with children under 
the age of 12, but that 
doesn't mean those older 
can't enjoy it. 

Visitors can get involved 
with various activities; 
from feeding the free- I 
range birds, to joining in I 
with the daily talks 
about the many animals 
that live there. During 
school holidays, the 
wildlife park put on a full 
programme of animal 
handling sessions and talks 
throughout the day. 

Visitors can be sure to see a huge va¬ 
riety of animals including; zebra, lynx, an¬ 
telopes, wallabies, flamingos, owls, otters, 
guinea pigs, lemurs, porcupines, armadillo, snakes, spiders, bearded dragons and 
plenty of creepy crawlies! 

Children will also love the various play areas around the park and while they play, 
adults can enjoy refreshments and delicious cakes from Ringo's Rest Coffee 
Shop - a coffee shop entirely sourced from local suppliers. 




Last year, the Wildlife Park introduced the 
Zoo Stamp, meaning that when you come 
to the park, you get your hand stamped, 
giving you access in and out of the 
zoo all day. So if you wanted to 
pop into Axminster for a hot 
lunch, you will be able to 
return. You are also 
welcome to bring your 
own picnic and enjoy it 
at one of the many 
picnic areas in the park. 

The wildlife park also gives 
you the opportunity to be a 
zookeeper for the day. The zookeeper 
experience allows you to get hands on and stuck 
in with the day to day life of one of the wildlife 
park's staff. You'll be able to feed various animals, 
collect fresh branches for feeding the wallabies, help 
with cleaning out animals, get to talk to fellow keepers 
about the animals in the park, make enrichment toys for 
the animals, and introduce them to the enclosures. You can 
also meet two animals of your choice from the park and get 
up close and personal with them, as well as enjoying free rein 
to look around the park. 


So why not pop along and experience 
the wild side of East Devon? 


Axe Valley Wildlife Park 



Summerleaze Farm, 
Kilmington, Axminster, 
Devon, EX13 7RA 


:l2f 
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1. Picnic Area 

4. Toilets 

2. Play Area 

5. Coffee Shop 

3. Emergency Exit (Red lines) 

6. Car Park 


The Experience 




7 























A xminster has become something of a hub for the arts scene 
/L over recent years and even more so with the addition of 
T I Artemis House Gallery. 

The gallery opened just before Christmas in 2016 and owner, artist 
and tutor Trudi Day has enjoyed a fun filled few months, while 
bringing her wealth of knowledge and the very best local art and 
exquisite craft to the town. 

The West Street gallery provides visitors with a wealth of West 
Country artisan work; unique pieces from artists and crafters living and 
working across the local counties, most not seen in Axminster before. 

The gallery hosts an array of mixed media paintings, natural forms 
and other, unique styles. Trudi has a penchant for the unusual, such 
as driftwood art, wirework and glasswork and of course the 
exquisite birds painted on feathers. 

The proximity to East Devon's Jurassic Coast lends inspiration to 
the gallery curation, with an abundance of seaside scenes and 
aquatic animals in a range of mediums, as well designer household 
items and paintings spanning from equine art to nature and 
countryside scenes. 

And that's not all. If you feel inspired by what you feast your eyes 
on, you can book a bespoke, one on one art lesson with award 
winning artist Trudi, offered in a variety of mediums. 

The lessons are expertly tailored to suit the student's requirements; 
you can complete a beginner's course in watercolour painting, try 
a new style or medium or perhaps just gain in confidence in painting 
as a hobby. 

Trudi also offers courses in Portugal twice a year; short 
breaks for beginners and improvers with Art in the Algarve. 
The next expedition being this November, so get in touch if 
you're interested. 

With the success of Artemis House Gallery, Trudi's next venture 
will see her starting a new painting class in Seaton on Monday 
afternoons at Coastal Craft Collective in September. 

"/ love working with people , helping them release their creative 
talent, enjoy colour and find o passion in art and nature..." 




w. 





Showcasing the finest in artisan gifts, unusual & irresistable art 


Opening times: 

Tuesday-Saturday: 10.30am-4.30pm 

Trudi Day 

07810 184665 

trudi@tmdiday.com 

www.facebook.com/Artemishousegallery/ 
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"There's nothing quite as bad as turning up 
' to a party in the same outfit as 
someone else. Our interminable search to 
find a unique ensemble can be both time 
consuming and costly, but the lucky 
residents of Axminster need to just 
pop along to Victoria Place to 
. \ find a style haven, which will 
\ complete their wardrobe with 
\ beautiful items at a fraction 
\ of the regular price. 

\ Labels For Less have been 
1 1 providing the locals with 

1 , | 'the look'for over 10 years 

I and are passionate about 

making sure you will leave 
I with a sensational collection 
/ of top quality garments 
/ without breaking the bank. 

/ With a top-notch service 
/ your shopping experience will 
/ be beyond compare as Louise 
/ and her devoted team of 
/ fashionistas help you to pick out 
the perfect wardrobe. 


You'll be spoiled for choice as soon as you cross the 
threshold of the superb boutique and with a range of 
accessories including handbags and jewellery also 
available, you’ll be able to complete your look without 
having to venture anywhere else. 

You can get High Street fashion at discounted prices 
and new lines are added weekly to ensure you can remain 
on trend. 

Vouchers are also available all year round, so why not treat 
a loved one to a special shopping experience? 






1 * * 
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Labels fer Less 



High Street Fashion at discounted Prices 

Labels for Less brings you fashion straight from the high street. 

Handbags & Jewellery 

New stock arriving weekly 

Opening Hours: 

Monday to Friday 9-5pm | Saturday 9- 4.30pm 


6 at v ****** 
nil ?'*'*'*' 


Victoria Place. Axminster. Devon €1297 3S0CC 
3<5 Silver Street, lllminster, Somerset C146C 259778 
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Luckily, one local resident, called Kay Pike, had an 
idea and took it upon herself to contact local family 
owned hardware store RKL Tools and Hardware 
to see if they might consider opening a shop in the 
town. And to the benefit of the bustling local 
economy, the proprietors Kate and Matthew Moore 
saw the opportunity and pounced upon it. 

So on 10 August 2017 RKL Tools and Hardware 
Opened their doors. RKL asked along Kay Pike to 
cut the ceremonial ribbon. 

Kate, Matthew and their team couldn't have been 
met with a warmer welcome. No strangers to the 
world of tools and hardware, RKL have been 


trading in Honiton for 22 years and in Bridport for 
20, and are a second generation family business. 

The brand new store, situated right in the middle 
of Axminster, offers a treasure trove of tools as well 
as everything you could possibly need for your 
home and garden, from tap washers to light bulbs 
and bin bags. 

You can stock up on pest control products, seeds 
and bulbs for the garden and soda crystals as well 
as hundreds of other household must haves, 
which you can't buy in the supermarkets. 

There's everything for your home & garden from 
hand tools to birdfeeders and brand names 


including Astonish, Vim, Windolene, Crown Paints, 
Ronseal, Command Strips, and Harris Brushes, 
to name a few. 

There are fixing packs from £1 and if you can't 
find the product you are looking for, they will 
endeavour to order it in for you. 

Your new local Hardware store pride themselves 
on their Traditional Values and Customer Service 
and will always go the extra mile to assist you with 
your purchase. There's additionally a hugely 
successful website to peruse www.rkltools.co.uk. 


F ollowing the closure of, 
Lawson's, Axminster's 
central Hardware store 
earlier this year, residents 
found themselves bereft at 
the thought of no longer 
being able to get essential 
household and DIY products 
on their doorstep. 




HOilTOl 


New Store Now Open In Axminster, 1 The Old Bell House, Victoria Place 


www.RKLTools.co.uk 


: /RKLToolsAndHardware 
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CLOAKHAM HOUSE, OFF CHARD ROAD 

BUILT in about 1832 for Edward Smith, in 1824 (along with the Manor of 
Axminster) the house was bought by James Alexander, a London solicitor, 
who laid out ‘the Lawn’ (which is now home to the town’s cricket club). 

It was bought by Harry Dutfield in 1939, the founder and part owner 
of Axminster Carpets. 


MANY years ago, a famous pirate from Axminster 
was shipwrecked off Lyme Bay. With a large dose of 
sailor’s luck, the ship and its crew were rescued, but 
some of their belongings were never recovered. 

One lost item was a map, which highlighted the 
hidden treasures in Axminster and after centuries 
the cartographic depiction of the town’s best-kept 
secrets has been mystically rediscovered *. Would 
you believe it? Not only does it show some of the 
ancient hidden gems of the town, but also, some of 
the more up to date places, which are just waiting 
to be discovered. 

This is a made up story to entertain and not to 
educate. 

I * 


THE OLD Chapel Antiques Centre in Axminster offers an Eclectic mix of items at 
all prices, you really can find something for everyone. 

Restoration of the building on the inside and outside is continuing and more units 
are being made to rent on a weekly basis. 

With 3 floors of items the Old Chapel Antiques centre is certainly worth a visit! 




>+-\ 
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WE ARE a family business, who have been selling lovely 
things for lovely people in the West Country for over a 
quarter of a century. We sell great crockery from some fab 
British companies such as Emma Bridgewater and 
Dunoon. There are some great gift ideas for boys and girls 
in our childrens’ section, as well as beautiful soft toys 
from makers such as Jellycat and Gund. At the back of 
our store you'll find an array of greetings cards, notepads 
and other stationery, while downstairs we have homely 
rugs, cushions, baskets and more. So why not pop in? 

There is something for everyone! 







n # 


The Old Chapel 

Antiques & Lifestyle Centre 


Castle Street, Axminster, 
Devon, EX13 5NP 
Monday - Friday: 10am - 4pm 
Saturday: 11am - 4pm 


The Old Chapel is a charismatic Grade II listed building that hosts about 
25 dealers offering a wide range of fascinating items for sale over 3 floors. 


Telephone: 01297 639995 


c Acorri 

'Presents for all the family' 

Acorn, Victoria Place , Axminster; Devon, EX13 5NQ 

01297 33352 

Web: www.acomgiftshop.co.uk 
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LITTLE Bits Of Lovely are 
in their fourth year of trading; 
based in the market town of 
Axminster, nestled just inland 
of the Jurassic Coast. A small 
independent shop selling locally 
handmade homewares and gifts, 
including a large selection of 
jewellery and cards. 

Owned by local businesswoman 
Pippa Galvin, Little Bits Of Lovely 
offers a shop window to an 
[ever-increasing community of local artists and 
makers. Some artisans have been trading professionally for years, some 
are in their creative infancy, developing ideas with the support of 
Little Bits Of Lovely to build a business around their passion. 




/ 
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-JAIL CELLS 




THERE are a few places where incarceration would 
have previously occurred in Axminster. If you stroll 
down Castle Street you’ll find a former clink, which 
was used for cooling off rowdy drinkers. The Arts 
Cafe also features an old slammer, where you can 
now meander among the many fantastic works or 




THE WEST Country Higgler is 
Axminster's specialist loose tea and 
coffee house with forty types of loose 
tea and several varietals of high 
altitude arabica coffee beans to 
choose from. Advice is available for 
home use of our goods and beans 
can be ground to order. A short 
lunch and brunch menu is compiled 
of locally produced, seasonal and 
often organic ingredients. 

A Higgler is a "travelling 
purveyor of fanciful items 

and unnecessary trifles" You can also find us at food events and 
festivals across the South West, watch out for our bare metal Land-rover 
coffee truck as read about in the Independent! 



Little Bits of Lovely 


qo*4 
CC i&o( 

South Street, Axminster 

01297 631698 

littlebitsoflovely@hotmail.com 



Coffees, Cakes and Lunches 

f THE 1 

We promote West Country 

WEST-COUNTRY 

Fare and only use products 

^-HIGGLER — 

made by companies based in 


The West Country 

South Street, Axminster 

01297 639222 
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VISIT Axminster Printing for our well stocked stationery 
shop, which has a wide range of competitively priced 
stationery for home, office or hobbies. Included in this 
are printers and a wide selection of inkjet cartridges, 

with toners available within 24 hours. We always 
have special offers available in the shop. Why 
not join our emailing list to be kept informed 
of our various promotions? Why not try a new 
craft? We have lots of ideas in our craft 
corner and run FREE craft demos in the 
shop. Contact us for further details. We are 
able to offer a complete design and print 
service whether you want small or larger print 
runs. Call us for a quote for any of your printing needs from business cards to A1 posters. 

Check out our face book page for up to date news and current offers, www.facebook.com/axminsterprinting 



ARCHWAY Bookshop houses thousands of books from literary and popular classics 
through to a selection of the best of new writing, from both the well-known and newly 
emerging talent. With 12,000 books spread over two floors there will always be 
something to grab your interest, or make the perfect gift. If you can't find what you 
are looking for in the shop, just ask, as 95% of books ordered by 5pm will arrive the 
next working day. 

If you're stuck for what to read next, ask one of the friendly, knowledgeable staff for 
some ideas. 

There is also a wide range of calendars, diaries, and hundreds of quality greetings cards, 
while children of all ages are well catered for in the large children's book room, from 
picture book classics to teen fantasy. 


ITT-TT 




WEYCROFT MILL 

ON THE edge of Axminster you’ll find a 
beautiful grade II listed former miller’s 
house and watermill. Now a bed and 
breakfast, the Mill can be reached by 
walking along a glorious rail side path. 
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ANGIE and Brian have run the Sweet Shop in Trinity 
Square for over 15 years, but did you know, there’s actually 
been a confectioner on the same premises since 1922? 

The traditional sweet shop is well known locally, not just 
for its excellent selection of candy, but also for the friendly 
welcome you receive as soon as you cross the threshold. 

They stock over 400 different types of sweets in jars - 
all perfectly arranged on shelves - so you can select the 
perfect treat for yourself, before they are measured out 
and placed into a paper bag, ready for a sugary feast. 

There is also a selection of pipe tobacco and a range 
of greetings cards, so it’s a magical place for / 

young and old. x? 

You’ll always have a happy smiling face A 

serving you behind the counter, so why not j 

pop in and have a look? I Jr V 


THE UNITED CHURCH 


THE UNITED Church on Chard Road was formerly an 
independent chapel, which was devotedly attended by 
Axminster Carpets founder, Thomas Whitty. 


Whenever a special carpet was finished it was laid out 


first over the pews of the church before being paraded 
through the streets of Axminster to the sound of the 
Minster bells. 


CLOUD Nine is Axminster's local independent Florist 


on the high street. Conveniently located to visit whilst 


enjoying and exploring Axminster's other interesting 
shops. 

Cloud Nine has been established in the town for 14 
years now and professional Florist Sarah 
V has earned a great reputation for 

GLflk providing inspiring quality flowers, 

floral bouquets and arrangements, 

1tailored to your individual taste, 


need and budget. 


Drop in to browse and chat, or if you 
have specific requirements, Sarah will 
be happy to create, be it a simple bunch 
•f flowers, to a complete package for your 



the 


SVl 
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shop 

‘a traditional 
sweet shop’ 


TRINITY SQUARE, AXMINSTER 
TEL 01297 631399 

www.thesweetshopaxminster.com 


Cloud Nine Florist 

Just quality flowers and 
a professional service 

Call 01297 35850 

3 Old Bell House, Victoria Place, 

Axminster, Devon, EX13 5NQ 
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THE MARKET 


GLYNIS George Interiors is well established now at 2 The Old Bell House 
Victoria Place and has added many new ranges to her extensive collections, 
including the Curtain Gallery which offers a huge range of inexpensive 
fabrics and a seven day express making up service. Of course Glynis is still 
offering her individual attention and advice for all your soft furnishing, 
loose cover and reupholstery requirements. An extensive range of fabrics 
and wallpapers are available to order, from a large selection of suppliers, 
Vanessa Arbuthnott, Sanderson, Jane Churchill, Colefax & Fowler, Romo, 
Harlequin & Jim Dickens, to name but a few. Come along and meet her; you 
are assured a friendly welcome and the benefit of her extensive experience 
and knowledge. 


AXMINSTER was granted a charter in 1210 
and the town grew into a bustling market town. 
Until 2006 animals were also sold in Market 
Square. There were temporary butchers shops 
(or ‘shambles’) where the animals were killed and 
butchered, and their meat sold to householders. 

At some point after, Trinity Square was created 
and following the town-centre fire of 1834, the sale 
of livestock by public auction either moved there 
or was established there as a new way of selling 
animals. The market is now held every Thursday, 
all around the church and in Trinity Square. 


glyi aXs gtorgt tiAtenors 

2 old B>ell House, victoria Place, Axm.tiA.ster, 6X13 5N<£. 

Bespoke Curtains, Drapes, Blinds, 

Loose Covers & Upholstery 
Individual & Friendly Service Assured 
Free Home Visits For Estimates & Advice 
A Wide Variety Of Fabrics Available 
rel § fax : o-injj- 

Mob: OJf)0_ 1 &£>23>G5 
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The Emperor's Stag Do 

Photo File by Richard Austin 


I have enjoyed a very colourful career as a newspaper 
photographer, waking up every day not knowing 
where I could be sent, who I may meet and what 
event or drama a new day brings. 

So when there is a lull in events it pays to have an idea up your 
sleeve and the energy to bring it to life. But little did I know that 
my pictures of a huge red deer stag near Exmoor would eventually 
be the biggest story in the UK and overseas eventually leading 
to questions being asked in the House of Commons. 

I love Exmoor and its way of life, the people, the wildlife and the 
sheer beauty of the place. But there came a time when I had to 
tell a little white lie when I discovered a huge red deer stag on 
private property in Rackenford, a small village near Exmoor. 


A national newspaper picked up on the Emperor story sending 
their top feature writer down to meet the beast, which she did 
and wrote a very interesting article keeping the story rolling the 
secret as to where he was living safe. 

After another national newspaper spread on the Emperor it 
came as a bit of a shock when an Exmoor countryman rang me 
at home and told me the Emperor had been shot and killed, not 
because of his fame but because he was in the wrong place at 
the wrong time when a group of licensed marksmen came 
across him out in the open. 

The gentleman agreed to talk to close friend and journalist 
Martin Hesp but only if we promised to keep his name out of the 
story, which we both agreed to do. 


I had known of the amazing spectacle of wild red deer grazing 
the private meadow for a number of years so with the new 
owner's permission I went looking and noticed a huge stag in 
amongst the hinds (females). He was massive, with a great set 
of antlers which showed off the sheer bulk of the animal and his 
ragged mane and muscular body, he was a perfect specimen and 
one of the largest wild animals in the UK. He was so big that 
during the rutting season none of the other stags would 
challenge him as he kept all his ladies close by. 

Being a newspaper man I had already decided that he would be 
called the Emperor of Exmoor, which gave him a great media 
name, so I flagged him up to the national newspaper as possibly 
Britain's largest wild animal working on the fact that red deer 
stags are our largest wild animal. 


In all the years I have been in the newspaper business I have 
never seen a story gather so much pace in such a short time. 
Martin's story broke in the Western Morning News on the lines 
of 'who shot the Emperor, Britain's largest wild animal?'. The 
story then went global and it seems that everyone wanted to 
know "Who Shot the Emperor?". 

I was interviewed by dozens of radio and TV stations from all 
over the world, they all wanted to know about the Emperor, it 
resulted in questions being asked in the House of Commons 
regarding the legality of shooting wild deer. The shooter has 
never been named. 
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hute Barton was built in the mid-15th century, and descendants of the Carew Pole family in 2010, 
I is seen as one of the more significant surviving although it was formerly given to the National Trust in 
Middle aged manor houses in the area. 1959 by the family. 


The manor house was initially built and owned by the 
Bonneville family, but was later passed on to Thomas 
Grey when he married Cecily Bonneville. 

Yet The Greys lost ownership when they were forced 
to sell the Shute estate to the Pole family. A previous 
attempt to gain the throne with Lady Jane Grey resulted 
in a loss of reputation, and ultimately the need to 
sell the property. 

Part of the old house was pulled down by Sir John William 
de la Pole and a new residence, Shute House, at the end 
of the drive, was constructed by reusing the stone. In 



Shute Barton was non-fortified, which proved 
challenging in the 15th century whilst living there, due to 
the Pole Family's Royalist views which caused them to be 
targeted and attacked. 

Now, following a major restoration project, it has been 
transformed into a holiday cottage, but is still open four 
weekends a year to visitors. 

Blends of old and new are evident throughout the house 
with marks of The Bonneville and Pole families still 
proving prominent. As well as this, period features can 
be seen in the remodeled holiday rooms, but the second 




spite of these alterations, Pole's efforts only led to 
Prince Regent staying for one night, creating a sense 
that his developments, which were solely to impress 
Prince Regent, had little impact. 

The original building is known as its Old English name 
Shute Barton, which in modern English translates to 
mean Shute Farmhouse. The house was last lived in by 


floor has remained relatively untouched by the 21st 
century. The final stage of the tour allows you to freely 
wander and enjoy the formal garden. 

Statues of members of the Pole family are displayed in 
St Michael's Church, next door to Shute Barton. All 
proceeds go to the church when Shute Barton is open and 
selling cream teas. 
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Visit the store in Coombe Street, Lyme Regis for a selection of 
Books, Canvas prints, Place Mats, Coasters and exclusive greeting 
cards of Lyme Regis and the world of wildlife and animals. 


Coombe St, Lyme Regis | Tel: 01297 445643 | Web: www.richardaustinimages.com | Email: r_austin@btconnect.com 
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PINHAY HOUSE CARE HOME 

‘(JjOiAC K om& from home bjJj tk& s&fi 

Lyme Regis, Dorset, DT7 3RQ 
Tel: 01297 445626 
info@pinhayhouse.co.uk 
www.pinhayhouse.co.uk 
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The etchd creative philosophy of design... 


creative 

. -TEN DESIGN 
COMMANDMENT 

SHALL NOT USE COMIC SANS 

Shall Honour thy whitespace 
Shall Not Use ms word 
Shall Not Use Clip art 
shall Not Abuse gradient Fills 
Shall Use Colours Wisely 
Shall Not use more than Three Fonts 
Shall keep logos Simple 
Shall always proof Read 
Shall beware accidental innuendo 







LYME BAY WINERY <8 Lif 


*— , |l 

T 


Award-winning 1 
ciders, Wines & meads 


m 



H ere at Lyme Bay Winery, nestled in a quiet This bold approach has paid off. Over the last 25 
corner of Devon's beautiful Axe Valley, we years we have seen the success and reputation of 
are experts at creating delicious, premium our products soar: having won 35 awards in 2016 
quality English wines, country wines, ciders, meads alone, from prestigious competitions including the 
and liqueurs. International Wine and Spirit Competition, the 

Under the watchful eye of Head Winemaker Liam International Cider Challenge, the Decanter World 
Idzikowski, and using secret blends of local ingredi- Wine Awards and many more.” 
ents, Lyme Bay's dedicated team take great care Lyme Bay Winery also act as proud distributors 
crafting traditional recipes into award-winning drinks, of wonderful local products such as ales from the 
tailored to the 21st century palette. Each of these are Otter Brewery and the Branscombe Vale Brewery, 
fermented, blended and aged, as appropriate, right cider brandy from Somerset Cider Brandy Com- 
here at our Winery. pany, and fruit ciders from Annings Fruit Ciders. 
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Axminster 
Drama Cfab 
Presents 




A new musical ripped off from the motion picture 

MONTY PYTHON !f!«Holy Grail 

Starring Tom Glover (right), Jodie Glover, Eileen Stuart, Tim Leat, 

Carol Shute, Josie Cable and more 
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*The above pictures are from other productions ofSpamalot 


W ELL known for presenting high 
quality, award-winning shows, 
Axminster Drama Club will be 
on the hunt for the theatrical Holy Grail 
later this month, when they put on the 
hilarious Monty Python musical 
Spamalot at Axminster Guildhall. 

NODA Award winner Leigh Conley will 
direct the show and it will feature a 
cornucopia of local talent, including 
Axminster-based stand up comedian 
Tom Glover and his sister Jodie, who is 
fresh from gracing the stage in Lyme 
Regis, where she played the title role in 
Thoroughly Modern Millie. They will join 
some Axminster Drama Club stage 
stalwarts, including Eileen Stuart, Tim 
Leat, Carol Shute and Josie Cable, 
together with a wealth of young 
performers for the madcap adventure. 

Adapted from the 1975 film Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail, Spamalot is a 
parody of the Arthurian legend and was 
originally produced on Broadway in 
2004, where it was nominated for 14 
Tony Awards, winning three, including 
Best Musical. 


The story follows King Arthur and his 
Knights on their quest for the Holy Grail 
and along the way they are faced with 
many foes including some ferocious 
French Taunters, The Knights Who Say 
Ni and the Killer Rabbit 
of Caerbannog. 


It's a show which is jam packed with 
brilliant one-liners and Monty Python's 
trademark manic mirth, but also has a 
soundtrack - by Eric Idle, John 
Du Prez and Neil Innes - 
which will have you 
tapping your toes 
in appreciation and 
includes the famous 
standard “Always look 
on the Bright Side of Life'! 

They've even managed 
to enlist some local 
celebrities to take on 
cameo roles in what is 
expected to be a show not to 
be missed. 


Axminster Drama Club will present 
Spomolot at the Guildhall in 
Axminster from September 28th 
until October 1st. Tickets are 
available from Archway Bookshop 
or online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/ 
axminster-drama-club 



xminster Drama Cfub Presents 


(by arrangement with Theatric** Rights Worldwide) 


A ncv mutcci! ripped off from ibe motion picture 

MONTY PYTHON : !Holv Grail 

rm: MiimiHi, AVMivsint 
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Tickets available from The Archway Bookshop or 
a .vw.tkhetsoorce.co.ukyiiflmimter■drama-ciiJb 
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THE Flamingo Pool, a self-funded charity, is 
centrally located in Axminster and easy to get to 
by road and public transport. 


Since opening, the Flamingo Pool has 
installed one of the few Aquagym facilities in the 
country open to the public and one of only two in 
the South West of England. The Aquagym provides 
a great low impact gym work out, in the water. The 
Flamingo Pool has also piloted its 'Aquatherapy' GP 
referral exercise scheme which is currently fully 
funded with available spaces. 


The range of activities is diverse and 
innovative. Swimming is available during pre-work, 
general, lane, off peak, music and adults only sessions. 


There is a brand new inflatable pirate island, and 
family fun sessions with toys and 
floats for children of all ages. These are run 
at weekends and daily during school holidays. 


The Flamingo Pool boasts a 25 metre 
swimming pool and a 6m2 hydrotherapy pool with 
therapeutic pressure jets, the first in the country 
to be open to the public, and used by local 
hospitals for physiotherapy & remedial use. Both 
pools are disinfected by Ultra-violet (UV) light so 
that levels of chlorination are approximately one 
third of a normally disinfected pool. 


The Flamingo Pool embraces eco-friendly 
technology to lower their carbon footprint and 
save money. This allows them to provide more 
activities at the pool. 


Parent & toddler, one to one and group 
swimming lessons are also available and run by 
experienced ASA qualified instructors in 
addition to elite and swimming club options. 


{M& -Cla>vui*gO pOOl 


The Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster. 
Tel. 01297 35800 Charity No. 1123066 
www.flamingopool.co.uk 



• Early bird • Lane • Off peak • Adult swim 

• Music & swim • Deep & shallow Aqua fit 

• Adult Masters class • Aquagym 
• Aquatherapy GP referral • Family fun 
• Inflatable Pirate island 
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Several Aquafit sessions take place both in the 
shallow and deep water with floatation belts led 
by experienced and qualified instructors. 
Aquagym, GP mobility and adult masters are also 
available. School sessions take place in term time 
for schools in Dorset, Devon & Somerset. 


essential to those living on the Jurassic coastline. 


Come and try the Flamingo Pool out for 
yourself, you might just love it. 


Flamingo Pool, 

Lyme Road, 

Axminster, 

EX13 5AZ. 

Tel. 01297 35800. 
www.flamingopool.co.uk 


RLSS Rookie Lifeguard teaches 8-12 year old's vital 
lifesaving & water survival skills, which can progress 
to a lifeguard qualification & a sports industry 
career. The Flamingo Pool feels these skills are 





The Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster. 
Tel. 01297 35800 Charity No. 1123066 
www.flamingopool.co.uk 


25m Main pool. 6m 2 Hydrotherapy Pool heated to 34°c 

• Floats & Toys • Parties • School holiday fun • Adult • Child 
• Parent & toddler swimming lessons • Group • Private swimming lessons 
• RLSS Rookie Lifeguard • Survive & Save • NPLQ Lifeguard 
• First Aid courses • Swimming club • Sunbed • Events & Galas 
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And it's an age-old tradition in this area, with the timing of the West Country 
Carnivals, dating back to 1605 and Guy Fawkes' Gunpowder Plot. 


Bridgewater Carnival was the first of its type and it is widely believed that 
local groups marching with their “guys" (representing the gunpowder plot 
instigators) to the bonfire is where the tradition began. Over the years, the 
annual celebration became more and more elaborate, involving costumes, 
and music, until the fundamental feature of the event became a large carnival 
procession.The local people who dressed up and took part in the event were 
known as Masqueraders or Features - terms still used to describe the parade 
participants today. 


There were no parades in Bridgewater during the Second World War, but a 
local carnival enthusiast William Henry Edwin Lockyer also known as "Nosey" 


The traditional celebration - one of the largest on the East Devon Carnival 
circuit - is always a popular occasion, with a myriad of local groups bedecked 
in gregarious garb, transforming the sedate market town into a colourful 
street party for the evening. 


RESIDENTS and visitors to Axminster will pack the streets once 
again later this month as they eagerly await the annual carnival 
procession; one of the foremost events on the town's calendar. 
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walked the carnival route for six years with a group known as The Kilties, to 
keep the tradition alive. 

Bridgewater Carnival still kicks off the Somerset County Guy Fawkes Carnival 
Association Circuit, which is the oldest and largest The Wessex Grand Prix Circuit, 
the South Somerset Federation of Carnival Committee Circuit and the East Devon 
Circuit - which includes carnivals in Seaton, Colyton, Axminster, Sidmouth, 
Newton Poppleford, Exmouth, Ottery St Mary and Honiton - precede it. 

The carnivals famously feature extravagant illuminated carts or floats, which 
will appear at numerous carnivals around the circuit and hope to win prizes 
for the best entrees in a multitude of different categories. 

Axminster Carnival always has a wealth of walking entrees too, with 
majorette troupes providing spectacular dance routines and local cosplayers 
enjoying their chance to get out and about dressed as their favourite 
characters. 

This year's Axminster Carnival procession is on September 16th, with the 
festivities starting at 8pm. 
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L IGHT Up Axminsterfirst started as a 
way to give the town an eye-catching 
Christmas Lights Display each year, 
but as the group of like-minded individuals 
formed a team, they realised their passion for 
Axminster burned brighter than any bulb 
could. 

The group first officially formed in January 
2017 to take on the role of providing an eye 
-catching Christmas Lights Display each 
year, but members soon realised that 
within the team there was a shared aim to 
broaden its agenda to include a wide range 
of community activities and events that 
would brighten-up the town, not only at 
Christmas but all year round. The hope of 


this new agenda was to bring individuals, 
groups, and businesses together to 
celebrate the community in and around 
Axminster. 

The big initiative the group reinvigorated in 
Axminster this year was The Cherry Fayre. 
The ancient eight-day celebratory fayre 
based around the Feast of St John the 
Baptist. 

Throughout the eight-day celebration there 
were plenty of events and activities for 
families and residents to take part in, 
including The Raising of the Glove, and 
Axminster's Big Dinner, where dozens of 
food and drink stalls and a myriad of 


musicians took over Trinity Square and the 
Minster Green to feed and entertain the 
hundreds of visitors. 

Throughout the autumn there will be 
opportunities for groups, individuals, and 
businesses to get involved in the Christmas 
events, with creative workshops taking place 
across the town. Professional artists will be 
leading arts workshops for all ages. If you, 
your group or business would like to get 
involved please contact us and keep you eyes 
open for workshops dates on our website. 

Just before Christmas in November there 
will be a 1940s themed Remembrance Tea 
Dance at the Guildhall with music provided 
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by The Liberty Sisters. Light Up Axminster 
are looking forward to inviting the town's 
residents to attend the event on November 
4th, and enter into the spirit of the era with 
their wardrobe, hair, and make-up. 

Finally, the year will culminate in the much 
anticipated Christmas Lights Display. This 
year alongside the display there is also set 
to be an illuminated Lantern Parade and 
Christmas Market. Team members of Light 
Up Axminster are saying that they aren't 
making any wild promises, but they are well 
on track to providing a memorable display. 


Money has been raised for the new lights 
from all sorts of quarters but the group 
was adamant not to spend the money on a 
quick fix of pretty bulbs. A huge investment 
programme is currently in place, dealing 
with the installation of exterior power 
sources, the structural testing of fixing 
points in the town and safety checks, 
particularly for the cross-road 
illuminations. 


community at the centre of it, and during 
the lead up to the Christmas Lantern 
Parade and Switch-on event on November 
24th, there will be a wide range of arts 
workshops from lantern making to short 
animations that will enable residents to get 
involved in making Christmas as special as 
possible. Keep an eye out for 2018's 
community events menu which already 
includes Tug 18, a Charity Auction like no 
other, and of course The Cherry Fayre 
returns in June. 



liqkt up 
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ARTS COUNCL 
ENGLAND 


: admin@lightupaxminster.co.uk @ : 07930 800225 Q: www.lightupaxminster.co.uk G:/LightUpAxminster #:@LightUpAx 
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Lamb Inn 




A|A here's nothing quite like 

dropping into a friendly local 
pub for a bit of relaxation and 
Axminster is blessed with a hostelry 
with a reputation for great service, 
home cooked food and a welcome, 
which is beyond reproach. 

At The Lamb Inn you'll find a good range 
of real ales, lagers and ciders served 
with a smile within the salubrious 
premises by Bel and her team. 

Open all day, the popular pub serves 
great, home cooked food at lunchtime 
and in the evenings, which you can 
enjoy either in the beautiful dining 
room or alternatively in the bar. 

You can also experience multiscreen 


entertainment with Sky Sports and 
BT Sports regularly shown and if you 
want to catch up on all of the scores 
or check your social media, you can 
logon to the Free Wi Fi. 

One of the real highlights however, is 
the glorious beer garden, where you 
can enjoy your drinks and food 
alfresco in the sunshine. 

The Lamb also runs a regular 
programme of events including live 
music, discos, quizzes, and charity 
events, as well as providing mobile 
bars for any function. You can check 
out the events page on the website 
if you would like any further details. 

Pop in for a drink or reserve a table 
for dinner on 01297 33922 


UP! \ 


FOOD 


LSmb Inn e*»i 

Lyme Road, Axminster, EX13 5BE 


Telephone 01297 33922 
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Offering over 
300 of the best 




©©<§> 

Explore the full collection 


lymebayholidays.co.uk 


01297 44 33 63 

Est. Over 30 years 













You can be a... 




interest! 


eventbrite.co.uk ana r y 


Free in store event 

the UK woodturning scene. 

/ in store demonstrating 

tools from Woodcut He is also 

Philhascreatedsome 

e-off masterpieces. 


Phil Irons is well known on 
He will be spending the day 

sDecialised woodturning t-_ 
a master at turning hollow forms, 
heautiful vases and incredible on 


At Axminster Tools & Machinery, we have plenty of in store 
demonstrations and product events to give you the skills 
and confidence to tackle your ambitious home projects. / 

Don't forget our Live Workshop where you can get 
hands-on with a vast range of tools and machines. 


Opening Hours 


The Trafalgar Way, Axminster EX13 5SN 


Monday - Friday: 8am - 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am-5pm 
Sunday: Closed 


AXMINSTER 

Tools & Machinery 


Find out more visit axminster.co.uk 
or call 01297 302370 









